INTRIGUES

timacy with me. But at that time there were no material
difficulties to discourage me. These were caused by the
hostile intrigue of those circles on whose support I thought
I could specially reckon, and they were characterised in
the days of the ' Reichsglocke' by the direct relations
which the elements represented by this paper had with
the Court, the Conservatives, and with many of my official
colleagues. The Monarch, who was as a rule so gracious
to me, had given me no adequate support against the court
and domestic influence of the ' Reichsglocke' ring; and
this circumstance specially discouraged me, and completed
the tale of those considerations which induced me to hand
in my resignation on March 20, 1877. The attack of
shingles from which I was suffering in 1878, when Count
Shuvaloff called upon me to summon the congress, was a
sign of the unsatisfactory condition of my health at that
time, and of the exhaustion of my nerves. This was due to
the lack of sincere co-operation on the part of some of my
official colleagues, even more than to the ' Reichsglocke'
and its party at court. The way in which I was repre-
sented by the Vice-president, Count Stolberg, owing to the
influence which the ministers Friedenthal, and later Count
Botho Eulenburg, exercised over my representative, took
such a form that I ultimately had the impression of being
face to face with a system of gradual pressure which aimed
at ousting me from the political leadership. The outward
sign of this system was at that time the lack of my signa-
ture on the official announcements of the ministry. This
was not done at my wish or with my consent; but they
profited by my indifference to externals, and I allowed
these proceedings to pass unchecked, until I was no longer

able to doubt their systematic intention.

215